
Job Code Approv ed/Adop ted Date

CITY OF RIVERSIDE
4000 05/02/05

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT Revised 

CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

TITLE: HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

DEFINITION 

Under general supervision, to operate heavy construction and maintenance equipment in performing excavating,

grading, or related operation s acco rding to req uired stan dards; to  perform  sem i-skilled m aintenan ce task s; and to

do related work as required.

REPORTS TO:  Street Maintenance Crew Leader

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED 

Receives genera l supervisio n from  the Stree t Maintenance Crew Leader.  May exercise general supervision and

training over a small work group.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES  

Duties may include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Opera te a motor grader with scarifier, blade and other attachments in the maintenance and repair of

stree ts, alle ys and gravel roads; blade street and shoulders to obtain proper grades, crown and slopes.

• Opera te heavy crawler or large rubber tire tractors  equippe d with bulldo zer blades  and othe r attachm ents

used in m oving  earth  and o ther m ateria ls, and in m ainta ining roads , a gravel pit, clearing waterways or

flood control channels.

• Opera te a crawle r type crane  to set such things as trees, street and light poles and water pipe; operate a

power shovel and attachments in excavation and loading work.

• Opera te a self-propelled loader, black-top paving machine, backhoe, various street rollers, skid-steer

loader, oil distrib utors, wa ter tanke r, moto r sweep er and va ctor.  

• Perform  minor  servicing to  assigne d equipm ent.

• Perform  semi-skilled maintenance tasks, including operating a boom machine and perform heavy manual

labor.

• Clean water warp or flood channels as needed.

• Report hazardous conditions.

• Participate in special City events as required.

• Respond to public inquires.

• Res pond to eme rgen cies  as dir ecte d by Public S afety.

• Assist in storm control activities such as placing of sandbags and barricades and picking up of litter or

debris.

• Lead a small crew of employees engaged in various street maintenance activities as needed.
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Know ledge of:  

• Principles, methods, operations  and techniques of heavy construction equipment operation.

• Occupational hazards and standard safety precautions necessary in the work.

• Safe work practices.

• Safe driving principles and practices.

• Basic principles, practices and methods of handling or responding to hazardous spills.

Ability to:  

• Excavate or move earth to required grade.

• W ork with heavy automotive and mechanical equipment, requiring good motor coordination and physical

strength.

• Understand and carry out oral and written directions.

• Operate and care for a variety of hea vy autom otive and re lated equ ipme nt and in the  placem ent of m aterials with

timin g and  accurac y.

• Use and care of all tools, machines and equipment of the trades.

• Read and evaluate blueprints.

• Set grad e by use o f transit.

• Assist in training of employees as required.

• Ass ist with  traffic  cont rol.

• Work with various chemicals and/or materials.

• Perform daily paperwork including route sheets and equipment inspection.

• Rotate with other work groups.

• Work with other departments as required.

• Work overtime as required.

Education and Experience: 

Any combination of experience and education that would likely provide the required knowledge and abilities is

qualifying.  A typica l way to obtain th e know ledge an d abilities wou ld be:  

Education: Equivalent to the completion of twelfth grade.

Experience: One year of experience in the operation of a variety o f heavy and mode rately heavy

autom otive and re lated equ ipme nt.

MEDICAL CATEGORY:   Group 2
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NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENT

Possession of or ability to obtain a app ropriate, va lid class “A ” California  moto r vehicle op erators lice nse, with

applicable endorsements.

CAREER ADVANCEMENT OPPORT UNITIES

FROM: Heavy Equipment Operator

TO: Street Maintenance Crew Leader

                    Street Maintenance Supervisor

  


